MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
BETWEEN

THE MINISTRY FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE AND ACTIVITIES

AND THE REGIONS OF FRIULI VENEZIA GIULIA, LOMBARDY, UMBRIA, CAMPANIA AND PUGLIA,
THE PROVINCES OF UDINE, BRESCIA, VARESE, PERUGIA, BENEVENTO AND FOGGIA,
THE MUNICIPALITIES OF CIVIDALE DEL FRIULI, BRESCIA, CASTELSEPRIO, GORNATE OLONA, SPOLETO, CAMPELLO SUL CLITUNNO, BENEVENTO 
AND MONTE SANT’ANGELO,
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SPOLETO AND NORCIA, THE ARCHDIOCESE OF BENEVENTO

THE BASILICA DI SAN MICHELE ARCANGELO, THE PARISH OF S. MARIA ASSUNTA,
GARGANO NATIONAL PARK, THE MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY OF GARGANO, 
THE MOUNTAIN COMMUNITY OF MONTI MARTANI AND SERANO,

THE CAB FOUNDATION-GIOVANNI FOLONARI INSTITUTE OF CULTURE,
 FAI- THE ENVIRONMENTAL NATIONAL TRUST,
THE ITALIAN CENTRE OF STUDIES ON THE EARLY MIDDLE AGE 
AND THE CENTRE OF MICHAELIC AND GARGANIC STUDIES
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SITE MANAGEMENT PLAN 

“Italia Langobardorum: centres of power and culture (568-774)”
Nominated for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List
IN COMPLIANCE WITH the Convention on the protection of world cultural and natural heritage (Paris, 16 November 1972);

IN COMPLIANCE WITH Presidential Decree 15 January 1972, no. 8 Transferral of functions regarding city planning”;
IN COMPLIANCE WITH legislative Decree of 10 October 1998, no. 368 defining “Institution of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities according to art. 11 of law 15 March 1997, no. 59”; 

IN COMPLIANCE WITH legislative decree of 8 January 2004, no.3 defining the “Re-organisation of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities” and subsequent amendments;

IN COMPLIANCE WITH the decree of the President of the Republic of 10 June 2004, no. 173, defining the organisational regulations of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities;

IN COMPLIANCE WITH legislative decree of 22 January no. 42 “Code for cultural heritage and landscape”, specifically art. 143, paragraph 2 letter b;
IN COMPLIANCE WITH the law of 20 February 2006, no. 77 “Special measures of protection and exploitation of sites of cultural, landscape and environmental interest, inserted into the “list of world heritage” placed under the protection of UNESCO” and specifically art. 3 (“Management Plans”);
IN COMPLIANCE WITH the Decree of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities of 15 October 1997 defining the permanent Constitution of the Workgroup appointed for co-ordinating the petitions connected with the formalities deriving from the Agreement on the protection of world cultural and natural heritage (permanent Workgroup for the UNESCO World Heritage List);

HAVING CONSIDERED that the co-ordination and technical-scientific consultancy for compiling dossiers on Italian candidates, the relative management plans and formalities following inscription of the cultural sites are part of the competence pertaining to the UNESCO World Heritage List Office constituted within the Secretariat General of the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities;

In compliance with Decree of 19 June 2006 with which the Minister of Cultural Heritage and Activities the Honourable Francesco Rutelli  delegated the Honourable Danielle Mazzonis as an aid for the Minister in the initiatives regarding UNESCO world heritage;

IN COMPLIANCE WITH the norms currently in force in relation to the protection and conservation of cultural and natural heritage, in particular: 

 restrictions by law 1089/39 (presently Legislative Decree 42/2004 Art. 10, as amended by Legislative Decrees 24 March 2006, no.156 and 157) for monumental buildings and archaeological structures in the areas of the municipalities of Cividale del Friuli, Brescia, Castelseprio, Gornate Olona, Spoleto, Campello sul Clitunno, Benevento and Monte Sant’Angelo, included in the UNESCO candidature;
restrictions by law 1497/39 and by law 431/85 (presently Legislative Decree 42/2004 Art. 136, as amended by Legislative Decree 24 March 2006, no. 156 and 157), which state considerable public interest in various environments of the aforesaid areas;
CONSIDERED that in 2008 Italy will present the nomination of the site Italia Langobardorum: centres of power and culture to the UNESCO World Heritage Centre (568-774);
CONSIDERED that one of the fundamental requirements requested for insertion into the World Heritage List is that of being equipped with an appropriate Management Plan and considered that Law 77/06 has foreseen that, for all Italian UNESCO sites, management plans have been approved which ensure their conservation and create the conditions for their valorisation.
HAVING CONSIDERED the necessity to prepare the Management Plan for the site Italia langobardorum: centres of power and culture (568-774) and to identify a so-called Buffer Zone pursuant to that shown in the Operational Guidelines supplied by UNESCO;

CONSIDERED that the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities (through UNESCO’s World Heritage List Office, the Regional Direction of Lombardy, the Regional Direction of Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Regional Direction of Umbria, the Regional Direction of Campania, the Regional Direction of Puglia and competent Superintendencies), the Region of Lombardy, the Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Region of Umbria, the Region of Campania, the Region of Puglia, the Provinces of Udine, Brescia, Varese, Perugia, Benevento, Foggia, the Municipalities of Cividale del Friuli, Brescia, Castelseprio, Gornate Olona, Spoleto, Campello sul Clitunno, Benevento, Monte
 Sant’Angelo, the Archdiocese of Spoleto and Norcia, the Archidiocese of Benevento, the Basilica di San Michele Arcangelo, the parish of S. Maria Assunta, Gargano National Park, the Mountain Community Gargano, the Mountain Community of Monti Martani and Serano, the CAB Foundation – Giovanni Folonari Institute of Culture,  FAI – the Italian National Trust,  CISAM- Italian Centre for Studies on the Early Middle Age and the Centre for Michaelic and Garganic Studies, in consideration of the nomination are completing the preparation of the Management Plan for the areas for which inscription is to be requested, in which all the activities of protection, conservation and valorisation in progress are defined and co-ordinated and programmed in the above mentioned areas;
HAVING CONSIDERED the need to also extend the aforesaid Management Plan to the so-called “buffer zones” of the areas for which inscription into the Heritage List has been requested, together with the relative areas of reference;
HAVING CONSIDERED the need to co-ordinate the activities of the signatories and to increase collaboration for the purpose of the protection and urban redevelopment and the landscape and the social-economic valorisation of the involved territories through the promotion of archaeological heritage, as well as immaterial cultural heritage and natural heritage; 

HAVING CONSIDERED the need that has emerged to undersign a Memorandum of Intent for the purpose of actuating the Management Plan of the site Italia Langobardorum. Centres of power and culture (568-774):  
THE PARTIES AGREE AS FOLLOWS
Art. 1
The Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities (through UNESCO’s World Heritage List Office, the Regional Direction of Lombardy, the Regional Direction of Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Regional Direction of Umbria, the Regional Direction of Campania, the Regional Direction of Puglia and competent Superintendencies), the Region of Lombardy, the Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Region of Umbria, the Region of Campania, the Region of Puglia, the Provinces of Udine, Brescia, Varese, Perugia, Benevento, Foggia, the Municipalities of Cividale del Friuli, Brescia, Castelseprio, Gornate Olona, Spoleto, Campello sul Clitunno, Benevento, Monte Sant’Angelo, the Archdiocese of Spoleto and Norcia, the Archidiocese of Benevento, the Basilica di San Michele Arcangelo, the parish of S. Maria Assunta, Gargano National Park, the Mountain Community Gargano, the Mountain Community of Monti Martani and Serano, the CAB Foundation – Giovanni Folonari Institute of Culture,  FAI – the Italian National Trust,  CISAM- Italian Centre for Studies on the Early Middle Age and the Centre for Michaelic and Garganic Studies are committed to co-ordinate and collaborate, each for their own competence, for the enhancement of the areas defined in the site for which inscription on UNESCO World Heritage List  is requested, as well as urban redevelopment and social-economic enhancement of the territories of reference pertaining to the candidate areas. 
Art. 2
The collaboration is aimed at realising, according to the normative instruments in force, maximum subsidiarity among the involved subjects with the objective of obtaining effective co-ordination 
and avoiding superimposition and duplication of interventions and the distribution of resources which may derive from the multiplicity of subjects in charge of the management of the individual heritage. 
Art. 3
In particular, the collaboration is aimed at the implemnetation of the Management Plan, pursuant to law no. 77/2006, useful for the action of the numerous subjects involved in safeguarding heritage, cultural promotion and economic valorisation of the site to be presented to UNESCO. 
In particular, among the first initiatives to be actuated, as foreseen by the Management Plan, the signatories of this protocol agree on the opportunity to create a website for the presentation of the network of Longobard sites, start up a publishing chain specific to the cultural promotion of this network and the single sites (guides, scientific and descriptive publications on various levels) undertake in-depth examination of specific studies and new research projects on the Longobard civilisation and some sites in particular, as well as the organisation of a series of conventions for the diffusion of the acquired knowledge and strengthen and integrate the awareness which is already in progress. 
To this end the Ministry for cultural heritage and activities is available for all useful collaboration.

                                                                      Art.4
The signatories of this protocol agree on the fact that around the site Italia Langobardorum: centres of power and culture (568-774) there is a more ample interactive system of relations enacted with the other resources in the reference territories, with the human and social resources, with accessibility and accommodation services and with the system of enterprises. Therefore the Management Plan of the site can direct the choices for urban and economic planning through the knowledge, conservation and valorisation of resources of an historical, cultural and environmental character.
         Art. 5
The signatories of this protocol agree that the Management Plan, on one side has the strategic objective of maintaining the integrity of the values that will consent inscription of the Italia Langobardorum: centres of power and culture (568-774) on the World Heritage List and on the other it redefines and makes a shared local process compatible in order to combine the protection and conservation of the site with the integrated development of the resources in references territories. In this sense the Management Plan is a sort of declaration of principals by which Authorities and Communities are committed for active protection and conservation and compatible valorisation. 
                                                                           Art. 6
In order to reach the above mentioned objectives, the signatories can activate collaborations with other subjects on a national or international level, operating in the sector of activities connected with the management of cultural, historic and architectonic heritage.
The signatories agree on the opportunity to construct a technical structure dedicated to the co-ordination and monitoring of the Management Plan, as well as, should the candidature and inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage List have a positive outcome, the actuation of the matters concerning the status of the UNESCO site, the following formalities, the safeguard of the site’s values and the protection of the heritage which form it. 
Art. 7
With regard to the actuation of this understanding, the Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activities, the Regional Direction of Lombardy, the Regional Direction of Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Regional Direction of Umbria, the Regional Direction of Campania, the Regional Direction of Puglia and competent Superintendencies), the Region of Lombardy, the Region of Friuli Venezia Giulia, the Region of Umbria, the Region of Campania, the Region of Puglia, the Provinces of Udine, Brescia, Varese, Perugia, Benevento, Foggia, the Municipalities of Cividale del Friuli, Brescia, Castelseprio, Gornate Olona, Spoleto, Campello sul Clitunno, Benevento, Monte Sant’Angelo, the Archdiocese of Spoleto and Norcia, the Archdiocese of Benevento, the Basilica di San Michele Arcangelo, the parish of S. Maria Assunta, Gargano National Park, the Mountain Community Gargano, the Mountain Community of Monti Martani and Serano, the CAB Foundation – Giovanni Folonari Institute of Culture,  FAI – the Italian National Trust,  CISAM- Italian Centre for Studies on the Early Middle Age and the Centre for Michaelic and Garganic Studies,  agree on a common working programme for the implementation of the Management Plan. This understanding will not lead to financial costs charged to the contracting Parties apart from those already foreseen for network activities and those to be agreed upon for the activities of the management structure.
Rome,  9 January 2008
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THE STATE SECRETARY
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